SAPA-GP 2007 Annual Conference Report
by  Xi(Sherry) Ouyang and Lee Kang
May 5th, 2007, a gorgeous spring day, is especially important to Sino-American Pharmaceutical Professionals Association at Great Philadelphia Chapter (SAPA-GP). Rapidly growing to over 4000 members nationwide, the SAPA-GP chapter wanted to make the day its 5th annual conference and special to its local members. From finalizing the conference site-Temple University Ambler Campus, Ambler, PA-to inviting renowned speakers and guests, SAPA-GP executive council and committee members dedicated days and days of work without asking for return.  

As a result, the conference went off smoothly. The conference attracted about 300 guests and many stayed late to attend the SuZhou BioBay Dinner Banquet. The conference, titled “Innovation and Globalization: Current trends in Pharmaceutical and Biotechnology Industry”, featured fifteen prominent leaders and experts from the US and China, covering a wide range of topics from drug discovery pipeline strategy to clinical development design and global flow, from micropharma economics to global sourcing integration. 
The main conference is composed of a morning and an afternoon section, followed by a panel discussion. In the morning, senior executives from top multinational pharmaceutical companies and law firms in the US not only addressed the key issues facing current pharmaceutical and biotechnology industries but also candidly shared their experience and vision for pharmaceutical globalization and future pharmaceutical business development in China. In the afternoon, top managers from renowned pharmaceutical enterprises in China discussed a world of opportunities in China for pharmaceutical multinational companies, investors, and professionals; whereas, key government representatives provided the up-to-date information on regulatory climate changes in China. “I was so impressed with the quality of the presentations and people here,” a representative from Monte Jade Mid-Atlantic (MJMA), a non-profit organization promoting science, technology, investment and entrepreneurship in the Mid-Atlantic region, said, “the willingness to share knowledge and experience is indeed precious for our Chinese professionals working abroad.” 
The morning session started with Rich Tillyer, Senior Vice President of World Preclinical Development, Merck. He introduced the strategies that Merck are taking to maximize the product pipeline flow, such as enhancing the diversity in drug classes, managing cost-effectiveness, and building long-term relationship with partners. He saw great potentials in China to catch up with pharmaceuticals innovation. However, he pointed out that the current weak link in China is its biopharmaceutical capability. “With more and more Chinese professionals going back to China,” he said, “It will be soon enough for China to be competitive in that field.”
Peter Ho, Senior Vice President, Oncology CEDD, GlaxoSmithKline, and Bin Peng, Director of Clinical Pharmacology, CPDM/Oncology, GlaxoSmithKline, co-presented their experience and learnings from several clinical trial projects in China. They gave a plus and a minus in doing clinical trials in China. Despite the fact that China boasted great advantages including lower-costs and bountiful patient pool, the growth of China’s participation in late-phase clinical studies or in “China-specific” early- or late- phase trials has in some respects lagged behind. Dr. Ho and Dr. Peng analyzed their case studies in great details and drew four lessons from their experience, which helped deepen the public understanding of the real situation of clinical studies and approvals in China.

The third speaker, Evan Loh, Vice President, Clinical Research & Development, Wyeth, was not only a successful leader in the academics and the industrial world but also a great public speaker. He addressed the grueling hurdle to the current drug development, analyzed the reasoning behind, and then enthusiastically presented Wyeth’s initiative to enrich and maximize the quality and efficiency of the clinical development- a novel “Learn and Confirm” paradigm for drug development. After his presentation, the audience was so excited that many people circled around Dr, Loh for questions for hours. 

The following two speakers, John J. Baldwin, President and Chief Scientific Officer, Vitae Pharmaceutical Incorporation, and Randall B. Sunberg, Partner and Vice Chair, Life Sciences Interdisciplinary Group, Morgan Lewis & Bockius LLP, gave new insights into how to start a pharmaceutical business and protect it. Dr. Baldwin, from a bench chemist at Merck to a successful entrepreneur, shared his valuable experience over-the-years and recommendations in starting up a new pharmaceutical business. Whereas, Mr. Sunberg, an experienced law practitioner, laid out the details on how to structure, protect, and execute a deal between small start-ups and big pharmas.       
The afternoon session opened with Mr. Ming-De Yu, Executive Chairman, China Pharmaceutical Enterprise Management Association and China Pharmaceutical Enterprise Directors Association. He delivered an encouraging message that China government is doing the best they can to reform the healthcare system, tighten the internal regulations, and benefit the patients in the long run. 

The following session featured speeches by successful US-trained scientists who returned to China for new ventures after studying and working in the US for years.  The speakers were Dr. Zegong Zhang, Dr. Weizhi Chen, Dr. Yuanwei Chen, Dr. Larry Zhang, Dr. Qunjie Jerry Wang, and Dr. Huaming Jin.  Their experiences of how to strive a pharmaceutical business in China was one of the most welcomed topics in the final panel discussion. China is offering such well-perceived opportunities and resources that each and every one of the Chinese research scientists and managers working in the US cannot resist thinking about catching up with the front wave.

The conference concluded with the SuZhou BioBay Dinner Banquet sponsored by Suzhou SIP BioBay. Even though SAPA-GP committee members had a long day organizing the day event, they stretched to bring in the best night reception for their members. After the Italian and Chinese buffet, there were remarks by guest speakers: Dr. Hancheng Zhang; SAPA-HQ President-elect, Mr. Wuqiang Li; Consul, Science and Technology Department, The Consulate General of China in New York, and Mr. Kenneth Wong, Commissioner, The President's Advisory Commission, Asian American and Pacific Islanders, followed by three excellent performances by Jessie Li, Dubline Sandy Run Middle School; Sophia Wang, Guanghua Chinese School; and Johnna Wu, Conestoga High School. The whole night was very soothing for members after a full-day program. Certainly they all will take home some important messages for their own benefit. 
In conclusion, the success of SAPA-GP 2007 annual conference exemplified again its ability in fostering the communication and cooperation of pharmaceutical/biotech enterprises in the US and China, as well as facilitating members’ career and personal development. We thank all of the team member’s hard work and SAPA members’ support all these years.  Thanks to our EC/OC members for their great teamwork spirit and Jian Li’s leadership as president 2006-2007. We are looking forward to the next annual conference in 2008.
