
Greater Philadelphia Area Career Planning Workshop 2008
(2008大费城地区职业计划讲座)
To meet the needs of graduate students, postdocs and other professionals at universities, Sino-American Pharmaceutical Professional Association(SAPA-GP) and Peking University Philadelphia Alumni(PUPA) Penn Office jointly sponsored Greater Philadelphia Area Career Planning Workshop, which was held on March 8, 2008 (Saturday), 8:30 am – 12:00 pm, at Houston Hall, University of Pennsylvania. This annual event was aimed to help professionals in biomedical sciences with their career decision and career development t. In particular, this year’s career planning workshop covers topics related to both industry and academia and targets a broader audience including those from UPenn, Temple, Jefferson, Drexel and Penn State University.  The seminar features Philadelphia’s celebrated scientist and academic executive, Temple University’s new Dean of College of Science and Technology, Dr. Hai-Lung Dai as the keynote speaker, and a panel of 4 industry executives with expertise covering major aspects of pharmaceutical industry - Yao, Bing  PhD   Director, Immunobiology, Centocor, J&J; Shen, Joan   MD, PhD   Director, CNS, Clinical Research and Development, Wyeth Research; Pan, Julie    PhD, MBA  Associate Marketing Director, Oncology Franchise Business Group, Merck & Co, Inc; Peng, Wei    JD  Patent advisor, GlaxoSmithKline pharmaceuticals. 

In the opening address, Dr. Li Yan, SAPA president-elect, introduced organization structure of SAPA and various activities that SAPA organize, followed by a brief introduction on PUPA by Ms.Yuting Zhao, PUPA Penn office president. Each industry speaker gave a 15-20 min presentation sharing his perspectives on career in industry/academia, and his advice on how to make career choice and how to pursue and develop a career in industry.  Dr. Bing Yao’s experience in 5 companies and his achievement (VP of Tanox) kicked off the workshop and generated a major attraction to the audience. Dr. Wei Peng(Tony) gave a spelendid talk on law career. Drs. Joan Shen and Julie Pan shared their personal experience in building a successful career in industry. Two extremely successful career stories inspired audience to pursue their own dreams. Our keynote speaker, Professor Dai Hai-lung, gave a 45 min speech packed with wisdom, vision and humor. He set out with insightful discussion on the US economy, economic globalization and US education system, and, in this big picture, addressed key issues facing oversea Chinese on how to make a successful career. Professor Dai, who came to our workshop after his daughter's birthday party, stayed with us for this workshop before he 
flies back to Taiwan. Truly moving. Speaker presentations were followed by over one hour panel discussion, which seemed still not long enough. 

Despite the heavy rainfall in Philadelphia area we have rarely seen, audience showed up before workshop, spent half hour networking, stayed through the whole morning (no break), and 'attacked' the speakers for over an hour after the event. A couple of students came all the way from Penn State University. This great workshop provided a great opportunity for Chinese community in the greater Philadelphia area to network and learn from veteran leaders from the academia and the industry, and to be prepared for a successful career.

